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SULKLURE rRONIl=Rs 15 an inaspencent, non-proiltmaking magazina aevotad
13 rolkiore, in particular contemporal'y iegends Or urban Ddelilet tajes.
1t 15 pubilshed and ealted by PAUL SUKEEIUN. Aaaress 1s 9 cgton urive,
Jeaton tLarew, Hartlepooi, Uleveland, iSgd ZAf.
Sybscription 10r 1our 1ssues 1s 44; overseas $.iv. Single 1ssue Zi. All

payments to "P. SURcEIUN' -- not the magazine's titieé. bollar notes onLy
trom U.S.A. due tO bank caarges. Sheeton 1inlormation on Oack 1ssues
avallable -- please anclose SAt

if your subscriptilon expiras with
th1s 15sue an “"X" will appear on tne
line opposite.

THE DIARY |

Great men supposedly requilre tar less Sleep than lesser mortals.

aiternoon and tell asleep at tne cruclal time during the Battie o:
Vaterloo. Kodney vale (lumour in the Whale, Universai, l97%) celleves
“the number o1 raports recaived about tne sleaplessnass Oi 1ts key men
miy be a m2asure O! the state ol a nation." Kim ¥illsher's pen portrait
or JUHN MAJUR (D Express, 24/11/90) reported:"He 15 an acknowladged
workaholic who hates holidays and survives on llve hours sSleep a nignt."
Ho, hum.

As 1cr MARUAXE] IHATCHER, what can we say? At least ex-miner Hike
Peary will be pleased sne's gone -- he has been swampea l0r Maggie
gardesn gnomes at his shop in Gatesiead, lyne & Wear (Sun, 28/11/90).
same day, same paper, report o! tour piglets born on a tarm near Hemel
Hempstead, Herts, have been namea Margaret, Michael, Douglas ana Jonn
arter the leading
tigures in the lory
leadership battle.
Earlier, a cow saved
by tiremen arter plun-
ging 1into a muddy
river near Reading,
Barks, was namad aiter
swimmer Sharron Davies.

Napoleon boasted tour hours were sutticient; he usuaily dozed in tne .

Back to politics, and
sitting MP for Hartle-
pool ted Leadbitter has
indicated he's retiring
at the next General ;
Election and the Labour j
hopeful is one PETER
MANDELSON. The name of
the prospective Parl-

A i
iamentary candidate may be best known tor being the party's director o1
intormation and ked Rose image -- or 1rom a scurrilous reterence in
Private Eye. According to a tale which which more than hints at the

North/South divide, a group ot the Hampstead party taithtul visitea
Hartlepool to assess Mandelson's prospects ot holding the seat. They
dacided to “go native" ana sample the local gastronomic delights.
Entering a seaslde tish snop, one Oof them with a grasp ol the local
lingo ordeared "cod ana chips twice." Another, however, cracked under the

Dr2s5ure ani requasiea "sole OI tnat a
g avocsadso moussa." Nortnerners will nave
at thz Iinger was pOlNtLea at a si&amlng

; {hortaarn ecCpo, bariingion, 2/3/-
P mI3s3d a 3tOory in lhe limes' aiary coi-
uith, WRlch apparently nad Mancelson himsail visiting
a Iish and chip shop, wiere na polntec ana sala:

"ARZ 1 Wlll Iry som=0! tnpat cellcClous-iooklng avocaao
wOussE." lhe proprietor 1s 3ala to nave repilea: “tou
mean 1he musdy peas’" Mandelson deniea tne claim: “1i
regularly eat 1ish and Cnips and occaslonaily mushy
peas. Anyooacy in thelr rignt mind wouid not conluse
MUSLY peas Wlth avocado mousse (Mali, hHartiepoot,
15/8/90). Kancy ciaims street cred! More than <an be
3ald 0I the Mail newsdes«£ unaware Ol Tae tale's origin

lhe Press made a big event out of Px1NCE CHARLES visiting ULi%;:T:ury
and paying 4up tor tae privilege o1 drinxing water 1romﬁt%3/2;7;0)
Lhalice Well, supposealy having curative powers (var1?u= SorLy
However, | can dismiss as legend tne part ot James’lnAtt?Ker s T
vacggrouna piace G the heir's apparent ec:entr1cx.y're§arcxng a:Du;ptuz
In an oid cottage 1n the Uuter Heoriaes to tearn at .1r=t ?aTn’
harc ex1stence OI a sScottlsh crorter ‘) Marror, 10/10/32). Oi, e
“sottage" was a huge modarn nousa (tpictured below - P =creet el
builder, owner and Prince’'s nost gave me a 111t when } speTI/Tl;dT‘
aays on terneray staying opposita (Mail, Hartiepool, 4 tO

Some mystery. surrounds.the. " MAGGIE. RUSSELL",. .wno.wrote..
the.obituary on Anthony Koberts in the last issue. We
understand she also sent
sent the piece to Magonia
and perhaps others. Anyway
we sent a complimentary
copy to the address trom
which she allegedly wrote,
only tor the koyal Mail to
return it as no such add-
ress exists.

“She wanted to Impress

the neighbours, but we

couldn’t afford a satellite
dish.”

“She’'s out at the
moment — would you
care to leave a
rumour?”

———




Bogus social workers and
demonic abductors

By John Michell

The tales and rumours that constitute modern folklore are mostly in-
consequential and amusing, but laughter ceases when stories involve
harm to children. Here is rumour at its most powerful and poisonous.
Fears of kldnuﬁping and child abuse stir deep emotions, and
monstrous thought-forms swim up 1o the surface. These, in the spring
andearly summerof 1990, took on the guise of bogus social workers.
They were not entirely a new phenomenon. A serious outbreak of these
creatures occurred in the West Country during 1989, spread along the
south coast and infected other parts of Britain. It died away during the
\:;/(i)nler and was renewed early in the following year, beginning on January

The first to encounter bogus social workers (BSWs) in 1990 was
Elizabeth Coupland, a 24-year-old mother of two living in the Parkhill Flats
area of Sheffield. She was visited by two women, claiming to be from the
National Society for the Protection of Children, who demanded to examine
her daughters, one two years old and the other five months. They partly
undressed one of the girls and then left, but one of them returned a few
days later accompanied by a man, claiming authority to take the children
into care. Ms Coupland threatened to call the police, and the BSWs
departed.

v tt\;:.een then ?nﬁ Alg)ril 3,12 fur(;he’: cases were reported, all of them in
orkshire east of the Pennines, and the police set up an inci
Sheffield, near the centre of the outbreak. P P cident room ot

Publicity and police interest seemed to stimulate the BSWs, for the range
and frequency of their activities was immediately multiplied. The police
were unwilling at first o disclose details, but in the micfdle of May they
claimed to be investigating 60 cases in all parts of the North Country, from
St Annes on the west coast of Lancashire, through Blackburn, O dham,
Manchester, Halifax, Leeds, Wakefield, Sheffiels, Barnsley, Rotherham
and Doncaster to Scunthorpe in the east. Also affected were parts of De-
rby, Cheshire, Cleveland and other northern counties, but sightings and
encounters with BSWs were also reported from many parts of southern
England, including Devon, Somerset, Kent, Surrey, Essex and the London
areaq. Bg the beginning of June the number of BSW incidents acknowledged
by the Sheffield police centre had risen 1o 173. Many others, in outlyin
’[ \:parf: of the country, were reported briefly in local newspapers ong
I )

received no national attention.
REMARKABLY CONSISTENT

Reported characteristics of the BSWs were remarkably consistent. They
|/ilt were mostly women, aged about 30, well dressed, with smart make-up and
”]I,” { educated, non-local accents, carrying briefcases and clipboards. The male

A BSWs were of the same type. In contrast to the families they visited, man
==|llof whom were poor and harrassed, the BMWs had an air of educorec(,
| middle-class superiority. Such visitors were easily accepted as what they
ilclaimed to be, officials from the local health centre or social services

Lidepartment. Tﬂey produced offical papers, were often informed on the
~ ) names and personal details of the children they had come to see and even
ks e made prior appointments. This made it diHicuK to distinguish between the
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\}\- bo?us social workers and the genuine variety. The advice given by the

police, and echoed sensationally in the press, was to check the credentials

of all such visitors and to report any who seemed suspicious. The result of
these warnings was greatly to increase the number of such incidents.

v

$¢

The particular horror which the BSWs brought with them to every
household they visited was the accusation, either direct or by implication,
that the notorious Cleveland child abuse scandal had opened minds to the
awful possibility that the molesting of young children by their parents and
relatives was notjust a rare abberation but almost commonplace through-
outBritain. This notion was highly controversial, but passions were aroused, .
and in such situations, where emotions are widely disturbed, psychic phe-
nomena are liable to follow. Following upon the Cleveland abuse scandal /. )
came the BSW:s. LY

NOT FOAFLORE RUMOURS

This was not a case of indirect, friend-of-a-friend (FOAFlore) rumours,
for many BSW incidents were investigated in close detail and first-hand
accounts were published, often with names, addresses and pictures of the
victims, Shock and outrage were the natural reactions of those who had
been visted, but in no case was anyone hurt, nor did the BSWs make away
with any children. In only two of the 60 incidents reported up to May 15 did
the BSWs go so far as to handle children. The first was the case of Ms
Coupland, where one child was partly undressed. The second was two and
a half months later, when a female BSW, having previously made an ap-
pointment by telephone, went to a house in Darwen, Lancs., and examined
a five-month-old Eaby in its cot. The usual pattern of events was that the
mother became suspicious when BSWs asked to inspect or remove her
children. When challenged, the visitors left quickly and peacefully, some- !
times driving away in official-looking cars.

In the early days of the 1990 BSW outbreak, the police and press were
unanimous in believing that gangs of perverts were at work. There was talk
of paedophile rings and of prowling kidnappers who pandered to their evil
desires. Xn alternative view was that the BSWs were fanatical vigilantes,
who had been persuaded by the Cleveland affair that child abuse was i¢E
prevalent, and were visiting any family that they suspected of it. On closer ; &%
inspection, however, both theories appeared obviously fantastic. On a 33
practical level, for all their efforts, for all the money, skills, resources and ek
accumulated knowledge which they must have invested in their operations, -
the paedophiles, vigilantes or whoever they were managed to achieve vir.
Iuolry nothing. They were also phenomonul(y lucky. Hunted urgently by the
police, guorged against by every household with access to television or a
newspaper, the BSWs not only maintained their activities but actually
stepped them up. A reward of £10,000 for their capture, offered by the
Newsofthe World (May 13) merely seemedto encourage them.

NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE

By that time, it should have been obvious to Forteans and other students
of mass psychology that the BSWs were not altogether material creatures,
but derived their existence to some extent from the night side of nature.
Their appearance and behaviour, though closely imitating those of genuine
bureaucrats and health visitors, were ultimately irrational, thus relatin
them 1o the world of phantoms and demonic thought-forms — the world o
intermediate reality. Benizens of that realm include the ubiquitous monsters
of lakes and mountains and other traditional phantasamagoria, to which in
recent fimes have been added many new types and forms from the
borderland between different levels of reality. One such example is the
Men in Block. The sinister MIBs entered UFO literature in the 1950s.
Dressed as their name implies, often with smart, black cars and other
trappings of officialdom, they gave warnings or disinformation to UFO
witnesses. Some ufalogists thought they were governemnt agents, while
others took them for aliens; extra-terrestrial or demonic. Similarities |
between these MIBs and the more recent BSWs is readily apparent; both §
essentially being seen as alien officials. MIBS threatened and intimidated, &
and so did the BSWs, but neither group did any physical harm. There must ¥
have been well over 200BSW incidents in 1930, but in no case was any §
child molested or abducted.

By the beginning of June the police appeared fo have come around s
largely 1o the Fortean way of thinking. After a meeting at Sheffield on July By, \
4 of officers from 23 regional police forces, it was announced that of theGigysm /27 - ¥} » 22
173 reported BSW cases only 18 were considered worthy of further in-="_ 3%
vestiaation. These were all cases where BSWs were said to have examinedfgsi;




children. According to Mr Martin Davies, the South Yorkshire police
spokesman, many alleged BSWs were, in fact, genuine social services visi-

tors. He attributed the recent spate of BSW reports to the influence of the
press and television.

The devil steps in and the
revival of withch-hunting

During the summer of 1990, BSWs dwindled away and public attention
was diverted to a related, but even more sinister type of bogeyman, the
satanic child abuser. These monsters were never actually sighted, but their

\ existence was strongly affirmed by fundamentalist Christian sects, first in
America and later on in Britain. Strangely enough, the Christian devil-
ik hunters found enthusiastic allies among the professional and genuine social
27, workers who were so cruelly parodied by the BSWs.
: The new satanism, or hunt for satanists, rose to popularity in 1980 when
4% ¥'a book by an alleged escaper from a devil-worshipping vice gang was
24BN, enthusiastically promoted by Christian evangelicals and psychiatric groups
in America. In response to the apparent demand, many other such accounts
, were published, and God-fearing Americans were confronted with a dread
specire, that of Satan in their midst. The story that arose was that an inter-
national organization of satanic perverts were dedicated to corrupting so-
ciety through its children and thus bringing about the rule of their master,
Anti-Christ. They exerted their influence through heavy-metal rock bands,
fantasy games such as Dungeons & Dragons, drugs, eastern mysticism and
New Age publications. More directly, they were enticing children and
¥oung people into brcin-washingi sessions and obscene, satanic rituals.
hey were also held responsible for such weird phenomena as cattle rip-
ping and animal mutilations.

These. rumours spread far beyond the Bible Belt and affected religious
communities throughout the States. Missionaries arose to warn the
churches, and a vast lecture circuit offered a career to anyone who claimed
expert knowledge or first-hand experience of ritualistic child abuse. The
lecturers were popular with women’s clubs, welfare officers police
departments and conservative groups of many kinds. The more Iucitflheir
stories the better they were received. In the wake of their warnings, events
often came to pass as they predicted. Whole communities would find
themselves in the grip of an ancient infection, the witchcraft mania. This new
outbreak was even less rational than the anti-communist rampage of Joe
McCarthy in the Fifties and resembled in many respects the witch fevers of
16th-century New England. Perverted satanists were said to be at large in
the neighbourhood, molesting and kidnapping children, even sacrificing
them and eating parts of their babies in blasphemous ceremonies. The

olice were called in; they investigated the rumours and allegations, and
ound nothing behind them. This, however, did not always quell the mania.
It remains a persistent theory among psychiatrists and child welfare
workers, especially those with religious beliefs and backgrounds, that ritu-
. alised, satanic abuse was rife in many parts of America. Scepticism pointed
out that no such case had ever been proved and that no evidence existed of
any network of devil-worshipping cultists. Undeterred by this negative
view, psychiatrists and socilologists went on to develop a new branch of
science — or, rather, to redevop an old branch — the science of witch-
hunting. :
An Xmerican social worker, Pamela Klein, became a leading expert on
satanic child abuse. Having diagnosed it widely in her country, in 1988 she
brought her science to Britain and soon detected a case in Kent, one of the
first to be made known in this country. To her British colleagues she gave a
list of *’satanic indicators’’ by which a trained eye could tell whether a child
had been subject to ritualistic abuse. Among the indicators were
nightmares, bed-wetting, dread of monsters and the supernatural and an
obsession with shit and smells. Given the nature of children, such indicators
made the detection of satanic abuse a relatively simple matter, and official
beliefinits widespread existence soon became established in Britain.

An important boost to public awareness of what was going on came in
March 1990 when the NSPCC held a press conference on satanic practices
in Britain, involving harm to children. It was announced that SOC'IO| workers
had evidence of ritualised child abuse by satanic cults, where children were
forced to drink blood and urine and watch the sacrificing of animals. In-
terviewed later, the social workers added stories of babies being murdered
in microwave ovens and deep freezes. The microwave story had been told
earlier, by a police investigator, at a social workers’ conference held in
Reading in September 1989. Like all the other gruesome tales, it has never
been substantiated.
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ases of it, and they had heard and given credit to ocal tales of wic]
749 covens, sacrifices and black masses with rilual'sloughlenn of bobles.. Their
S complaint was that the police would not listen. They had not, it wzs
claimed, properly investigated a certain network of rock-cut tunnels, lea :
ing off a cemetery in a dserelict part of Nottingham, wherein a number o
%3 |ocal children had, they said, been subjected o ritual abuse.

The Disﬁglghes team took their cameras down some of the tunnels and

discovered inferesting material, such as a probable altar and niches for %
holding candles. There followed interviews with some of the prominent i
witch-finders and statements by their witnesses, and viewers were left in Ve
M4 little doubt that something very odd and sinister was going on in Not- .433
‘ﬁﬁ"' Iinghom,whichthepolicewerefoollshl ignoring, ¥
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INVENT STORIES

A sturdy response 1o the programme was given by the Chief Constable of
Nottinghamshire, Mr Dan grom ton. He was angry with the social workers
for persisting with claims and allegations which the police had thoroughly
investiagted and had prove to be baseless. The satanic abuse scare, he
went on, was like "‘an epidemic of Asian flu"’. Social workers were widely
infected by it, and the cﬁild-care profession was in danger of falling under
an "'orthodoxy of belief'’ aboutimaginarysatanistswho prey onchildren.

The danger in all this, said Mr Crompton, is the harm it can do to c‘hlldren.
Taken from their homes and questionaed strangely, over long periods, by
their abductors, children who are suspected of being victims o ritual abuse *
are not only liable to invent the stories expected of them, but can become
'roumalise! by the obscene and ferrifying images they are being led
tocontemplate. He added another thought: that even though satanic abuse .
may not actually exist today, it may well become a reality in the future,
when young minds, conditioned by suggestions and thoughts about the
ritual abuse of children, may grow up to practise it.




Such is the power of thought-forms — as well recogni Not-
tinghamshire’s Chief Constable. We would like to *’kill off gn::s:(fjorbgll” the
rumours of children suffering ritual abuse by sotanists. Historical precedent
suggests that he is right. The story of avir Jews kidnapping and ritually
sacrificing Christian babies was endemic throughout medieval
Christendom, and was the cause of many persecutions and pogroms.
Gypsies and other minorities have been victims of similar irrational ac-
cusations. Killing off a psychic epidemic is not, however, a simple or
straightforward matter. Irrational beliefs and thought forms are not af-
fected by reason, and the common sense of a chief constable does not reach
the deep levels on which such things exist. To those who firmly believe in
organisations of satanic perverts, officials who deny their existence merely
confirmthese evil people have powerful protectors.

The chief promoters of the satanic abuse mania in Britain were named by
Rosie Waterhouse, writing in the Independent on Sunday. They include
the Association of Christian Psychiatrists, the Social Workers’ Christian
Fellowship, religious and moral revivalist, born-again evangelists and anti-
occult, anti-New-Age campaigners. Some of these groups circulate hair-
rolslni literature about conspiracies by Satan and his ﬁ)llowers to take
over the world, and how the works of the devil may be recognised and
combatted in everyday life. An odd feature of the Christian crusaders who
put out this material is that, the more enthusiastic they are, the less they
think about Jesus and the more they talk about the devil. Their tendency,
therefore, isto create a devil-centred universe. ’

ORGANISED SATANISM

There is no doubting the sincerity and good faith of the honest Christians
and social workers who believe that children are being corrupted on a wide
scale by organised satanism. Their faith is largely based on the testimony of
witnesses, who claim to remember incidents of satanic abuse from their own
childhoods. Some of these people are also sincere and describe events in
terms which they have come to believe in. It is quite plain that they have
undergone some terrifying or out-of-the-ordinary experience with long-
lasting effects on the psyche. In such cases, where the actual nature of the
experience is not immediately comprehensible to the victim, the rationalised
images of the event which form in the mind ore conditioned by the contem-
Eoro culture. Comparable with the fantastic stories of those ' who claim fo

ave been ritualistically violated in childhood are the equally incredible
tales of the so-called UFO contactees. Many of them have described, with
apparent conviction, how they were abducted and sexually molested {not
always unpleasantly) by alien beings. Yet modern studies of contactees
indicate that their adventures have taken place internally rather than on a
physical, external plane of reality. They have been trance or quasi-hyp-
notic experiences, involving no physical, outside agencies but occurring as
though in a vivid dream. Those who have been conditioned by space-age
imagery are inclined to describe their experience as abducfions or vio-
lations by extra-terrestrials, while the same type of event, as reported from
a background of fundamentalis religion, is rationalised as an encounter
withpervertedsatanists.

However it is described, the effect of such incidents is commonly the same.
Contactees in general, whether they have encountered extra-terrestrials or
satanic sexualists, undergo a mental change. They become aware of spirits
and demons, develop mediumistic powers and ma go on to be preachers
or cug leaders. Some acquire philosophy while others go menla?ly unbal-
anced.

Deeper studies of cases where satanic sexual abuse has been claimed,
using the psychological techniques which have been applied to alleged
UFO contactees, might well shed light on the trus nature of the shattering
experiences which manyJ;eOple have described, in the conventional, ra-
tionalised form suggested to them by the modern witch-hunters, as weird
sexual encounters with the devil or his acolytes._

Rumours of children sacrificed, roasted in microwave ovens and so on
are clearly identifiable as modern folklore, echoing an unpleasant but
historically-familiar theme. The only real evidence of satanic abuse comes
from the wﬁposod victims themselves. Much of it consists of statements by
children, who have been removed from their families and subjected to a

course of leading questions. These are tolally and notoriously unreliable.
All who are involved in this matter should read Richard Hughes’ novel
High Wind in Jamalca, abou! a group of children who are captured by
pirates on the high seas. They are Irealed kindly and enjoy a memorable
adventure. When the pirates are finally caught, the children speck of them
as friends and make no mention of abuse or mistreatment. This is not ot all
what the authorities want 1o hear. The children are repeatedly questioned
about the ways in which they must have suffered, and gradually they begin
lo repeal the suggestions of their inquisitors. When their stories have
become sufficiently atrocious, they are brought as evidence against the
pirates, who are thereuponhanged.

The truth behing Hughes’ fiction is that children love 1o engage the atten-
tion of their elders and will inven! and elaborate the most shocking tales in
order 1o do so. They ore easily led on by the rosionsos of their hearers, and
thus they reflect back phobias projected upon them by adults. Since many
children are now from an early age exposed to video images of sex, vio-
lence, monsters and witchcraft, it is nol surprising that corresponding
fantasiescanbe drawn fromthem by those who arelooking for suchthings.

The irony in this whole affair is that, in a way, the child-carers and
fundomentalists are right. Something weird or staanic is indeed going on.
BSWs and ritual abuse gangs may be mere Ihouth-forms, but such things
can be highly and dangerously Powerful. They also have a certain mean-
ing. In this case, the meaning is probably much the same os ovarLono
supposes il 1o be. These phenomena are drawing attention 1o child abuse
and cruelty. Social workers know only 100 well how much suffering, mental
and physical, is inflicted on modern children in their homes. Some of it is
coused wilfully, but by far the greater part arises through ignorance and
misundorslancﬂng. Children are always the same and are born with the
some needs and nalures today os in gvono Age times. In adapting to the
arbitrary and artificial conventions of modern society, they ore vulnerable
1o inner Iraumas, unrecognised by their parents. They are particulalrly ot
risk in deprived, decullurized, unstable families and among stupid or de-
graded people who sexually abuse them. Reg‘orls of cruelly, neglect and
physical abuse of children in certain areas are hardly exaggerated. Indeed
they are probably much undersiated. These evils exist, in ordinary, modern

fomilies, irrespective of any hypothetical satanists.

The sufferings of children ond adolescents can produce strong psychic
effects, os dis,:ﬂayed in many cases of poltergeist hauntings. Thought-farms
are created, laking shape in accordance with current phobias and ob-
sessions. Conlributing 1o the satanic abuser thought-form is, in the first
place, the anguished spirit invoked by the sufferings of children. To this are
added the currently resurging spirit of witch-hunting, devil-seeking, fun-
damentalist religion and the video images of occull and sexual horrors in
the minds of modern children. The result is a thought-farm which can indeed
be called satanic, for it is capable of giving rise 1o much evil and destruc-
tion.

The thought-form of salanic abuse enters into traumatized minds and
furnishes them with images which seem 1a illusirate a previously indescrib-
able psychic, psychological and actual experience. Witnesses arise, tellin
of the obscene torments they have umﬁargono at the honds of devil-
worshipping cult riyualists. These fantasies accord with those of religious
crusaders; children also respond 1o them, and they even manage to in-
filirate the minds of professional social workers. Archaic terrors rise 1o the
surface, terrors of oﬁen creatures, phantom kidnappers, demons in human
form. The satanic thought-form is thus empowered and proceeds to the next
stage of its growth, the production of visible illusions. These have now
appeared in the menacing bu! so far harmless guise of bogus social

workers. . .
Uther, more emphatic ond;osnbly more lethal phantasamagoria are

likely 10 emerge from this modern wilch mania, from this dangerously ef-
fective invocation of satanic powers. Already from America have come
reports of infanl-teachers on(fyoulh»laoders Zocoming victims of vile ac-
cusations which, wherver investigated, have proved unfounded. Worse

tragedies could well follow, Unfortunately, it is no simple matter to dissolve\_é_

a well established thought-form. Appeals to common sense and reason arey
not good enough, for behind the hysteria ond superstition lies the ugly re-
olity which has given birth to the satanic abuse thaught-forms — the reality
of sufferin chilgren. 1t is thus apparent that illusory satanists and phantom
social wor?(ers are signs and portents which demand attention. If ignore or
misinterpreted, they will recur in ever more ferocious forms until their
meaning is made calostrophically unmistakable.
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™ sutter the litlie children

What's the ditterence between a soclal By Paul

A rottwielar gives your kids back!

worker and a rottwieser?

The nybrid scare about social workers grew
Irom the central tundamentallst involvement
with nyping the satanic child abuse scare.
During early 1990, Satanists posing as social
workers were caliing at homes to kidnap chi-
idren, it was alleged. Vithin a week more
than 173 cases ot Satanic bogus social work-
ers wera reported to police. Alarmed, police
set up a special incident room to correlate
activity on a nationwide scale. There was all
manner of nonsense trom fundamentalists ana
child weltare organisations, including the
claim that Satanists used miniature spy-came-
ras to photograph children whilst they were
examining them.

Vithin a month the police disbandea the unit
-- sensibly they concluded the bogus Satanic
social workers did not exist. Uut oi 173 cases,
police believed only three were possibly gen-
uine. Ot “real" Satanic abuse cases, only halt
a dozen had been "discovered" and there was
little evidence to support them. As one comm-
entator put 1t: “The whole or the UK was in-
dulging in a torm ot interactive tantasy which
played on people's tears, prejudices and
emotions. " (1)

After the Cleveland attair, one would have
thought that supposedly responsible people such
as the social services and police would have
learnad a lesson. The stupidity ot both sets of
people has gravely dented their credibility and
unless there is seen to be a complete reversal,
there will be serious repercussions for the fut-
ure of justice and trust in the UK. Vhat nope,
however, tor people with shit tor brains?

But to return to the bogus social workers. [t

s dcreeton

ba

—

they were not bona fide Satanists, what were they? It seems the police
“thought (they were) door-to-door salesmen, religious canvassers and

market researchers." (1)

But why not phantom thought-forms, as John Michell proposes in his
persuasive analysis? Michell's piece is thoughtful and derives from a
lifetime's study of phenomena, prophecy, lost innocence and the dangers

of propaganda and officialdom. His concern for children's welfare and
rights is exemplitied by this observation: “Interfering people always
snatch wild children away from their animal families,
really be taught civilized behaviour, and the first thing they always
say, if they learn to speak a tew words, is how much happier they were

in the wilds." (2)

Vhatever the bogus social workers were, they have spawned some

but they can never

excellent, commonsensical publications to counteract the fundamentalists i

-~ SAFF, Orcro (reviewed elsewhere) and Bad News;

the latter's issue 15

being not only a splendid demolition job of Reachout, but investigative

journalism to put top professionals to shame.

Pity that can't be said of the notorious Northern Echo, Darlington,

which has maintained and unswerving support for Drs Higgs and Vyatt of

Clevelana iniamy. A puke-brewing plece ot sychopnantism Iroa a

Prles:gatass nack had her bent backwards to show social workers as
overworked, sincere and misunderstoos; bewllaered at tnreats Ot pby’SlCal

violence, under emctional stress and
¥Yhat 4o they ex-

1N 10w puplic esteem. )

pect in a land
where they have

THE PMATYS OVER

ALRIGHT AHDOES
powers tae envy ot BARE YOUR BOTTOMS

1

Y —TTORIT

\NATERFRQOF

police torces;
where taoe innocent
can be snatched and
parents forbidden
to see the child-
ran. Social workers
have created the
ultimate fascist
sacret society

Vhen Mike Bishop
left Cleveland for
the top job in
Manchester, all
campaigner Stuart

EBell, MP, could do

was gasp in dis- Saptancfec 16, 1530

beliet: "Heaven .Babes ki“ed
in organs for

sale racket

CROOKED doctors are
butchering babies and
handshake ... ? selling their organs for
transplants, it was re-
vealed yesterday.
Hearts, llvers and kid-

help Manchester."
Bell probaoly
wrung his hands in
horror; did Bishop
have a special

THE SN

FIRST BOY: "Wot's
waterproor gioves
for?

SECOND EOY: “Why,
they're tor 1oig
as wants to loog
Up your arse with-
out getting dirt

Natasha Dennls, a 10 2:&"'000‘":}‘";‘: :: on their hands.
year-old goalkeeper in a Europe after they are
Lewisville girls’ league, has taken from babies sold
been dolng so well that some to third-world clinics.
fathers of rival players sug- The racket was exposed

gested that she must be a by two Itallan

boy. They went so far as to f;:,ﬁ:.‘ "fil,',":n'. tyhl:ol;
request that she be subjected 3,000 Brazillan bables.
to a visual sex test. To which Most were allegedly
Natasha repiled: “I think taken to Naples and
they should go somewhere ‘:dl g tlrrlxb uted for
and check and see If they But oo‘:.h:n. were sold to
have anything between their clinles In Mexico and
ears.” 7Xe Gvaadien 10111 /90 Thalland and killed for
= | thelriorgansijgthe

Judges said.

judges

(1) Anon, "“Rochdale Explodes Satanic Abuse Myth", Sorceror's Apprentice

Fighting Fund, no date.

(2) Michell, John, "Consul: His column", the Fanatis, No. 3, 1977.

(3) Hunter, Adrienne, "Anti-social
Northern Echo, 20/9/90.

pressure has workers wilting",

BOOKS FOR SALE

Further to the announcement last issue, | wish
to let readers know that | have a wide range of
books for sale. Although some are unwanted
review copies sent to FF, the majority are ones |
receive as a local newspaper journalist who also
regularly reviews books. | am happy to sell as

many as possible at a little over one-third
published price to subsidise FF — in other words
despite rising printing and postage costs, | hope
to peg FF subscriptions if readers respond. Main
categories of books are biography, travellers’
tales, novels (some best-sellers), earth
mysteries, old churches, astrology, New Age,
modern female shamanism, Cayce, tarot, green
issues and much more. Send for lists, specifying
particularinterests.

_———A_¥— -




juaucd by

lnland Revenue i 14 lnepecior af Tasss
A..5T305 WhiCAa.Chd1lENnZses. Ona's bellsl. sysiem . ) . .- g
S 5 {ouse

dacame Lae. Spiash in a2 Sun (L/12/90). L1 a PAYE—Notice of COdlﬂg nghlo_ﬂd ‘_
TAN in a wat3ult saxually assault a dolpnin. Victorio Bridge

Yaunnerneaaling PULICE pRUBE ULOLPHIN SEX Manchester

ALLACK tactuaily amy 1irst rzaction was ) M3 2WH

that tne mammial was the guillty party).
lbe sun then stated: "Flippar Freadia

2 to have been groped in the sea..
& Eritain!s.tamsst doiphin.and livas

.n tne harbour at Amble, MNorthumberland. .
Ly paragraph five we had Pags 3 girl

ria Whittaker (Z2), 1ntroducad.as a

naracter witness, -having spent two hours
1

Jur Ref: RJC/G23

[

Your Ref:

Date: 7th April 1988

4 him. All the.ingrediants lor a spicy — ‘
o 7 ] /uwé

luciked 1nsi1de on Paga 2 we have tne expert. Dear | C o7 '

a Ur Horace bobbs, ot lnternational Dolpnin

Watca, who said: “Freé possibly the . . . ;
S :J&d‘#f.,féxgiéigﬂn"ﬁ M 1 Looking back through our recards it has o:meto ourlnotxce that the ?nl{ ;_;m‘:g
Steady.on, .s0.1f he.. e werld He ¥ o0 , . tre Inland Revenxe has not tawed is your willy. This is due to the fact that
had .hold.or. 13 penis, . women. . ® 40% of the time it is hanging arourd unemployed, 30% of thel.tme it is pi
what's. rhe. 1uss? Just e olpnin s Off, 20% Of the time it 1s hard up ard 108 of the time it is employed but
- BUACH =0 doesn’t feel threatened ates in total:darkness. - Furthermore, it has two dependants and they are
‘'cos..he's a botrtint?! hls penis may come out. qmierm ote
An. Inspector.Jim Harvey d‘:l':;d“:"p \:nh d!‘red~ -
e's O .
S e i "{.‘lw"'m" Accardingly, after April 30th 1988, your Willy will be taxed based on its
(whom they) .said:. "Ve.. asies °f e o pacm size. You can determine the amount of tax dve by using the 'Willy Checker

are.investigating com- . SRy legs.
If he wants to give

plaints .of .indecens. acts people a tow with it,

- _ they should let him d
towards -him. .Ve.are. con~ il 1% bout 12in "

Scale” below:

sidering.public.order. He ‘added: “We do ask villy Checker Scale J
offences. cople ot to get hold of willy Checker Scale
S - t, then nobody should :
Pack. to. Maria . get upset. 10 - 12 inches Iapaury Tax €50.00 per annum
Yhittaker: . He has a reput.’ 8 - "9 inches Pole Tax £€25.00 per annum
ation* for bemg”over-ll:no» 6.~ 7 inches. .Pz:iv:'.lege Tax £15.00 per annum
Yaing_ gifls come - into 4 - 5 inches Nuisance Tax £ 5.00 per annum

view, But he was the per-

fect gentlzan when he
. was with me’ . . ____
S0 .15.th1s..a -proto~legend.. destialitny...
can te usad .ror.poalitical. (kES, p23) .pur=

POsa5.0r. revenge Aparnap; .(32Q.beLow).. Une .

NOTE: Anvone under four - (4) incles is eligible for a refurd. Do not apply
— for an extensian.  Males.with willies in excess of twelwve (12) inches
should file under "Capital Gains".

After you have determined you categary insert the additional tux urder ‘other
Teves', pact V, Line 61 of form PIS25.

Fo o
pages of

pholocopylore

checked .such regional.papers .as.Jjournal.
(Newcastle).ancd. Northarn .Echo.(Dartingron),.
which .cota .covered.a. Flamingoland.dolphin.
story..at .2xactly .-the . same .time. Also.the.
Sun by-line..cf.Erandon.Malinsky .was.new..Lto.xe,
But to.talance.this,. .when.l.passed.the.1l3.
in..1950, .1 went. to.Lrammar..and .my.bast.pal
Geotrl .-Heywood.went. to tha Tech. .Naturally. we..
kept.ia.touch and .one.aay.he.rold me he .was.
kept. cIf. gports and .some. fellow. pupils.grabbed.
a. stray .dcg.and.to reliaeve .their.horedon. thay. .
gava .the.dog. hand. reliat!. .l never.doubted..this .
story. and. found.it.hilarious at.the.time. [.now..
wonder. if it .was.a.fabricated legend. .
As.-tor.toe. real worid, .Gaotfrey. Stevens .was.
Cleared. at. Nottingham.Crown.Lourt. .o1..having. sex.
with..a. khcde .{sland Red..(Sua, .25/10290)... : -
Space.is.gexting.tight, .but .1'd. suggest readars check out."The Colo-
Rectal -Mouse" (Brunvand, -“lhe.Mexican. Pet")...This.story.is gatthering
momsntum at the moment (see New York Post, 10/6/90) and in his last
letter to me Jan says nhe latest star 10 be tainted by
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ON HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE

NOTIFICATION OF COMFLI.SORY ENLISTMENT

WAR QOFFICE

NDear .

fin behalf of Her Maiesty and her Government, you are hereby notified,
under the Emergency Fowers Act 1939 (amended by Defence Act,1978) you
are required to place yourself on standby for possible compulsory
military service in the Gulf conflict. You may shortly receive orders
t emhark for $audi Arabhia to join the First ERattalion, Queens Own
Suicidal Regiment. .
five to cutbacks in Government expenditure in recent years, it will be
necescsary for woun to provide for voursel ¥ the following equipment as
snnn as possible:

Comhat jacket

Trousers (preferably Khaki)
Helmet

Bnots (nr sturdy trainers)
Cas Macl °

Map of combat zone. (Ordnance survey outdoor leisure

map of Iraq will dn)
Rifle/Ammuni tion
Sun Tan l.otion (High Factor)
Nne way ticket to Riyadh
If vou can afford it, we would ‘alsn like vou to buy a tank - Vickers

Nefence at BRarnbow are currently offering conscripts a @% finance
deal — while starks last - on new H reg. Chieftains.

We woild reassure vou that in the event things go wrong, a free burial
will be provided in the gravevard of your choice and your widow will
entitied tn the War Widnws Fension of One Found,

calendar month (subject to means testing.)

There will be little time far formal military training before
embharkation, so you are advised to-watch the following war videos

and try to .pick up a few icdeas. The Guns OFf Navarmne, Kellys heroes,
Bridge Ton Far, The l1ongest Dav and The Sound Of Music. Alternatively
if these are not available, any old John Wavne movie will do.

Yours Sincerely,

MINTSTRY 0OF DEFENCE

A Bush/Thatrher Froduction.

spansored by Mars — The official snack food of World War Three.

be
seventy five pence per
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Squaring
Ihe
cipeles

By Paul
Screeton

Ve will Lleave to the
crop of new corn circ-
les journals any anal-
ysis oI the phenomenon
We recommend lhe Lere-
0i0g0isST as a major
source and have no 1n-
tention O repeating
nere tae contents the-
rein alreaay airea.

This summer | haa
one sortie in search
o1 examples and only
round one dubious
possible. Also being
a cynic, | accept the
possibility ot plasma
vortices but do not
accept thelr 1ntluence
on corn circles.

Az tor 1ntluence, the
rnewsworthiness led to
excellent advertise-
ments tor Littlewoods
Pools and Carling Black
Label.

vé¢+ Yhere we lead
The Sun follows.
Folklore Frontiers
“doctored" a MNews
of the Worid car-
toon strip tor the
very same Page 3
girl and corn
circles theme baclk
in FF &, p7. 1w
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“So this is the eight- Iegged 'space alien you saw forming corn circles?”

Vhereever there is rumour, pop music gets involved. In this case we had
remix star Chad Jackson (dancetloor smash Hear the Drummer) who swears
he never drinks alcohol saw bright lights in a Viltshire wood and the
next morning found "three huge circles ot flattened corn which hadn't
been there the day betore" (D Star, 12/6/90). Then therewas a spoof (?)
picture and story about The Charlatans and circle spotting (Melody
Maker, 4/8/90). Someone trom The Time Lords (remember Doctorin' The
Tardis) was also involved and there was talk ot a pending legal action

#t#%  _For.circle butts .who.may.have missed .thess .North-kasf region
cases, -here.are.the main .1990 ones: ) .

.First fleveland .one.{only. one?). Adam.Cas=on. /180, whila walking.near
Nunthorps .School . sported .the .circle near.(row Wood, not far.trem the

roundabout where Urmesby Eank meets the AL71 tuisborough road. Eetween
10 and 15 metrez wide,.a photograph (Evening Cazette, Middlesbrough,
27/6/90) looked impressive.

2. Colour picture on the front pageno lesz! Perfectly round and almost
70 feet across was a corn circle outside Sunderland, Type & Vear, close
to the Seaburn fairground. A mz\gt\efh- field near its centre was claimed

by its discovere (Echo, Sunderlard, 6/7/90)

3. A pair of circles appeared in a field at Maltonu N Yorke, an? were
reascnably impressive faerial photo. Northern Echo, Darlington, 26/6/90)
4, The Vest Cornferth, County Durham, examples look crude and appeared
cn July 24 (Northern Echo, 26/6/Q0).

5. Another impreszive example wac at Shadforth (see cutting, Nerthern
Echo, 30/7/20),

Do vortices cause alleged strange animal behaviour, cauvse magnetic
effects, attract members of the rock 'n' roll fraternity, and so on?
Isn't it time to ditch tedious Terry Meaden and realise we are lccking
at something very different trom meteorological phenomena.

' joke, butitallowed all those parts of

Elizabeth nnd Vic Moore with Patsy In the mylterloul com clrch at Shadforth

ClI"CIéMSééi"-éS

PATSY the Elnn chqlu lpnnlel
has his own theory about corn
circles - they scare him silly!

The perfectly formed circle
behind the Plough Inn, Shadforth,
pnear Durham City, is 16 yards
across and has the village baffled.

A rumour that it appeared shortly
after closing time on Sa
night has been disconnted by “the
pub’s new landlord Vic Moore. |

He said it wmsn’t there at lam

when he took Patsy for a walk, but *

was by 7.30am v‘hnn hn toak tha
animal out again. .
Vie lnid- “We dldn't hear * ‘any-

thing and t.hmwudaﬁnnalyna

Season for
1eb P
Cl] ‘ess ue\.s

Itwas what you mightcalla corny

the media that hadn’ttaken seriously
the mysterious circles appearing
overnightin farmers’ fields of corn to
havealaughatallthose parts ot the
media that had. Hoaxers, as The
Independent’s headline-writers put
it. had run ringsaround acircle of
experts.

Even the BBC's 'Breakfast Time'
presenter, Nicholas Witchell, had

Patsy silly

By JONATHONCARR-BROWN

flashing lights but at aboot 8am the
dog did start howling,

“Then when I went to let him out
he darted past

bhe wakes up in the night he vunu
letting out and hed

Closer inspection shows that the
com has been perfectly laid down to
form a nest mat and Durham police
say they can find no signs of pale
mrhorcqythlngtom‘geﬂnhm

me and jumped into -
bed'ilhmywi!alndLNornnuyl!'

° Animpromptu meeting of the local *
lAmln(

. fleld's owner Gordon Johnston, of
’ Hlullomohml.hephenomwn

pinta.
* Theories ranged from vortices, to

* a claver man on stilts with a beavy

rope and steel peg.

Mr Johnston's wife Elizabeth saw
the circle from her bedroom window
in the moruing and confeases a pref-

erence to the UFO theory but con-
cedes two people could have equally
walked up the tractor paths and flat-

tened It with a heavy rope.
+Delving .a bit deeper into the
' possiblity of noim=, one

strangn
woman - “No dear, the only
strange naise I heard last night was
my husband snoring.”” .

announced the story toexcited
viewers—while Reuters broke the
newsto the world's Press. “Excited
scientistssaid they recorded
evidence that could solve the
centuries-old mystery of circles in
English cornfields which have
aroused speculation of visitors from
outer space,” said the agency's
report.

What both the Beeb and Reuters
were getting carried away by was the
newsthata group of scientists in
Wiltshire hadtaken film ofa field in
whichaseriesofcirclesand linesof
flattened corn had appeared. The
film apparently showed a glowing
triangleofbright orange lights

community, chaired by the

hovering above the spot where the
mysterious patterns had been
formed. Within afew hours of the
discovery, the word had flown
around the globe: UFOs filmed in
Wiltshire field.

Thestory had begun toevaporate,
of course, evenbefore the ouija
boardsand woodencrosses were
found in the middle of the circles. And
those journalists who'd always
insisted that the whole crop circles
affair was nothing more than a
modern-day version of the old silly
season favourites such as frying eggs
on pavements were quick to poke fun
at their more credulous (or open-
minded, depending on your point of
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view)rivals.
TheSundayMirror. which had

‘ offercda £10,000rewardfora
solutiontothe corn rings mystery,
even found itsell undera direct
challenge on the subject from its
Mirror Groupstablemate The People.
After devoting a double-page spread
to an explanation of how “cralty
countryman” Fred Day had known
the techniqueformaking these
circles for 47 years (take a pairof
stilts,aballofstring, apoleand a
four-fectlong handroller and you too
caninakeacornring. saysFred), The
People asked the SundayMirroron
Fred'sbehalfl: "Nowcanlclaim
£10.000 reward?”

Sunday Mirror editor Eve Pollard
wason holiday when Dogtried to
contacther, butit’s not thought likely
thatshe’llbe letting her rival MGN
editor Richard Stott get his hands on
the 10grand. About as likely as the
corncirclesbeing made by UFOs.you

. could say.

...atstraws

While the nationals were wondering
about what was causing these
strange occurrences locornonthe

. ground. the Sutton ColdfieldNews
was watching out for even stranger
occurrences involving cornin the air,

“Strawin the wind!" announced its
front-page splash the other week,
abovean arlicle beginning: “A
myvsterious UFO was seen Noaling
above Sutton Coldfield towncentre
vesterday —abaleofsiraw ... Several
peopleclaimed to see a bale of straw
moving across the cloudless sky at a
height of about 500ft. Witnesses said
therectangular bale was (alling
siowlythroughthe air and may have
landed a mile away.”

Police reckoned the bale musthave
fallenfrom alorry, while the
Birmingham Met Office said it had
receivedseveralreports of straw
falling from the sky thatweek. “The
hot weather could be to blame,” said
aspokesman. “High pressurecan

whichcanpickup bitsofgrass or
rubbish.”

Buta bale ol straw? Itsounds like
journalistic hot air to me.

“ s 3

Circles spread: After the
. corn circles. . .rice circles. Five
mystery rings appeared in rice
‘fle!ds In Yoshinogarl, south-
. western Japan, recently. Just as
“\n Britaln, Japanese sclentists
“ are batfled about thelr origin.
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“Idon’t know where I'd be

if 1 hadn't received an EC
comfield hoax subsidy”

NEWSLINES

EMPLUYEE'S REVENGE (OR JOKE). ['m surprised more attention has not been
paid to such stories by tolklorists. This is a round-up from the tiles

ot items which tall outside the range ot vicious vindictiveness or
attempted blackmail. They form a vein of tolklore where mischiet is the
motive (as with hoax otficial letters). For breaktast, Kurt Mclnnes, of
Clydebank, Dunbartonshire, found a Jitti-brand flavoured condom in his
Kellogg's Coco-Pops. The two-year-old's mum believed "someone in the
factory must have put it in tor a joke" (Sun, 10/4/89). Then mum

Margaret Emmery, ot Barking, Essex, spotted an unrolled sheath as she
tucked into Valker's cheese and onion crisps. "{ noticed something pink
and rubbery,"” the 38-year-old said. "l screamed and rushed to the toilet
to throw up. Now ['m just praying the thing hadn't been used" (News o1

the World, 6/8/89). Neither company was amused. Neither was the printing
house whose children's textbooks included a 32-page supplement of

articles on sex and prostitution. Folowing pupils in China's Shanxi
province being nonplussed, the firm TV pirate c.pul,‘l Ing on in the Rrst piace
apologised and speculated whether the aimgtrhm ‘:‘c;cklﬂ they are d.mml:‘ ::g
error resulted from poor management OF | shiomates Master Bates % rﬁ‘_'y:.‘:‘_"':lg g ve

eil C
if “persons dissatisfied with their Seaman Stains. fafien- for it 10 years ago
Nine kiddies’ videos : but now they are on the

leaders intentionally made trouble® are to hit the shops pall i

tIndependent, 11/4/89). Then the V H | ithout the par, afer 8BS Fie i ek
Smith regime found a cheeky Frenchman Bames have lewd double m;uzes;v::.: A
had hacked rude speech bubbles into a Mmidﬂ- eald: “The slang, is also X-

computer game called Skweek (D Star; BBC were 30 slow catch- certificate.

Sun, 2/8/89). But, innocent that | was, | never realised as a child the
Pugwash on TV I enjoyed was sexually subservise. See cutting above (Sun,
13/6/90). Lastly, Sky TV newsman Eob Friend was sent up with a vengeance
when he tound himself being beamed out live as a transvestite. He was
shown on screen wearing a blue dress with a gold necklace instead of his
usual sober suit. His bosses were stunned when a prankster slotted in
the electronic mock-up at the end of the llam news in revenge for being
on the receiving end of Friend's acid wit (D Mirror, 22/7/89).

CREMATION. Another familiar theme we've not covrered before. This could

all be above board but the ashes of a dead sailor were blown up in a

bizarre Royal Navy mix-up. Four named sailors were killed in an otf-duty
car crash, but a cask containing the remains of an unidentified rating
was mistaken for a bomb and detonated at the submarine base ot Faslane.
“The ashes were not expected by the person they were addressed to,
therefore they were treated as a suspect package," said spokeswoman Zoe
Harris (Sun, 3/8/90). Less understanding were grieving mourners left
fuming after a Stourbridge funeral went wrong. KRelatives at the
cremation of retired farmer Eddie Oakley, 78, had asked for a tape of
Ella Fitzgerald's classic Every Time Ve Say Goodbye to be played.
Instead they got Smoke Gets in Your Eyes. It seems the two tracks were
adjacent and the tape had not been correctly set (D Star, 31/10/89).

FOUNDATION SACRIFICE. Docky (Sun; D Mirror), Dockey (D Express) or
Docker (D Star, all 25/4/90), the porpoise, who died after release from
seven weeks in Hull's King Dock (D Star) or King George Dock (D
Express), where she was fed tuna sandwiches, was "buried” under the
central arch of the Humber Bridge.

RAMEO REVISITED. A war myth 1is that fought in Vietnam. The belief
that US soldiers missing there in action are still alive has given rise
to a flood of Rambo-style fantasy stories in print and a film. An
excellent summary of the situation has been given by Richard Vest
(Independent Magazine, 14/10/89), who fears they also illustrate a wish
for revenge among those Americans who still cannot come to terms with
their country‘'s role in the war. Vorth checking out if you're a war
myths buff.

L———‘—_— 1




MARIRE BOY. A regular rumouramong the teenage subculture is how a group
will play a special date (often under an assumed name). Three years ago
around 20 girls sneaked out of Hartlepool's Dyke House School when it
was rumoured American star Tiffany would play an impromptu open-air gig
in the town's Middleton grange shopping centre. She didn't. Then when
neighbouring Seaton Carew's Marine Hotel was reopening, a rumour swept
Hartlepool that Jordan, of New Kids on the Block, was to officially open
the plush pub. He didn't.

STRANGEVAYS. There was a treat of fact and fiction in the reporting of
April's riot at Strangeways jail.
Body counts never added up, nor did
the scale of injuries. Rumour ted
upon rumour as reporters compared
accounts, anonymous stories became
facts and death tolls were talked
up. Mike Unger, editor of the Man-
chester Evening Mews, who was invi-
ted into the jail to meet the pris-
oners, believed that a kind of “"ma-
ss hysteria®™ set in among reporters,
prisoners and even prison officials. i

The Sun claimed 30 sexual offenders had died. It followed with an
“"exclusive" from a hospital attributing to an unnamed nurse one prisoner
admitted had been castrated and two days later the Daily Star was still
running this angle. Today bhad a tale of a kangaroo court sitting all
night in some parody of the judiciary with a "stark choice of either
makeshift nooses strung from 30ft balconies or be knifed and bleed to
death" attributed to a police officer inside who could never have been
there. Later the Sun had bodies "cut up and dumped in a sewer"
(insightful analysis in the media section, Guardian, 9/4/9V). in his
first interview atter the £80million cost, 25-day siege ended, governor
Brendan O'Friel said no bodies were tound though some sex otfenders were
“badly beaten" (Today, 28/4/90). Staunch Roman Catholic O'Friel was then
slammed tor claiming the riot was "a battle between good and evil." He
reckoned the violence erupted because 20U prisoners had recently been
convertedto Christianity -- and Satan was hitting back. He claimed he
only averted a Satan-inspired “holocaust" on Good Friday by organising a
mass pray-in (D Star, 7/5/90).

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES. As columnist Richard Littlejohn pointed
out (Sun, 8/11/9Y0), there are "those in Britain whosee Turtle Power as
the biggest threat to our children since ritual Satanic abuse. No doubt
they are the same self-appointed guardians of morality who assume every
parent is a potential, if not practising, paedophile." They've got
"Ninja" changed to "Hero" already. Crackpot vicar,
the Rev George Campbell, 58, of Holy Trinity Church,
Vest Bromwich, V Midlands, wants the Christian mess-
age plugged more as the Turtles are more popular than
Jesus (D Star; Sun, 10/11/90). Headmaster David Pott,
of Brockley, S London, likened the sewer-per race to
the Nazis (D Mirror, 9/10/90). As with earlier cartoon [ g€/
characters, Turtles have appeared on LSD tabs, along ¢
with topless skateboarding nuns and Saddam Hussein
(News of the Vorld, 11/11/90). In response, turtles
bave appeared offshore and in a Midlands canal, while
in New York.(where else!) monsters weighing 50lb each
bhave been found in the sewers. Conservationist John
Reidy commeneted "maybe this is a throwback to the
Three Mile lsland nuclear disaster ten years ago" and
Ed Norton, the sewage worker who tound them reckoned
they had be tough to live in that environment (Sun, ©/4/90).

L J

igflO? EOAX. All Fnree Iree weeklies in Grays Thurrock, Eséex
ch'lj use an ofticial-looking letter circulating and warning that
lldren were 1n peril from drug-laced stick-on tattoos. The circular

was a photocopy of a typed sheet headed “Issued by Essex County

Constabulary*
sroarey ally named Essex Police for 15

actea

Suggests the originator seemed to be well
tat 5
Zalingg?ng::slfThur;ock Gazette; Thurrock Recorder; Yellow Advertiser;
. rlier, headmistress June laylor had w 05
3 i ritten to all 465 sze
S;tfggen::doihS:erb:urne School ror Girls, in Dorset warning about :h;s
s at “the aim is uitimate de '
¢ L pendency and theretore
customers". Hasty Miss laylor co : tha
nceded to columnist Ross Eens
: 5 on that
St::: hag gpread and she'd now "heard that it is a rumour sp:eaa trom
a (D Express, 9/11/90), " (credit: Michael Goss). Note how, as with
'

satanic abuse and backmaski i
in, its * " S
Shame poe and g our kids" at risk rumour-mongering

-intentioned in warning ot the

EMPLOYEE'S REVENGE REVISITED. Dale Tinstman
revenge on colleagues who upset him. He snea;e
every day for four months and relieved himself
Bosses said their drinks tasted bitter and kept
out the machine by hiding in a tiling cabinet.
ggtting revenge because colleagues upset him at
Roii}/)O). -- More §erious.is.an.allegation regarding Brian Jones, of the

olling Stpnes, whose death a coroner said was misadventure, that h
drowned while under the intluence of drink and drugs. In "Biown Aw e'

The Rolling Stones and the Death of the Sixties", A E Hotchner (Slay. &
bchpster) offers the anonymous evidence of a man.called Mart whomon
claims that, while he was working on renovating Brian's homey.he saw
other workmen treating Jones roughly, pushing him under the ;ater and
eventually killing him. Was he the victim of jealous employees or'ann
asthgatlc who indulged in excessive drink and drugs and was the author
of his own destruction. I met him once and he was a nasty piece of k
-- I1'd have my doubts (Journal, Newcastle, 22/11/90) F o
A9d briefly, inquiries followed the tfinding of a 11ve bullet 1 1

of bread at Cefn Fforest, Gwentl(Sun. 28/11/90), while in Eastn * oafv
Grinstead, Sussex, while watching the Bruce Villis video "Die Hard*

man chomped into an inch-long nail O Mirror, 14,10,89), et e

a bakery worker, exacted

d to the cottee machine

in the 75-cup water tank.
80ing sick. A cop staked
Tinstman said he was

a firm's party (Sun,

COCA-COLA. Ve've collected a wide selection of Coca-Cola tales but
here's two modern versions. Dr Jack Schofield, of Liverpool Polytechnic
claims his wonder chemical KeeKote reacts with Coke to cut petrol used I
by 6%. In Hungary it's being used in 3,000 Ladas and Skodas. Petrol
substitute patents have a long and dodgy history (D Mirror, 23/8/89)
Meanwhile the secret Coke formula has ben around ages and now a prot;st
by Jews has led to Coca-Cola being banned by dozens of smart New York
restaurants. orthodox Jews say they cannot be sure it is kosher because
the ingredients are secret (Sun, 26/10/90).




MAGAZINE REVIEWS

UFO BRIGANTIA. Journal of the Independent UFO Network. B. Six for &7;
single issue £1.25. Mark cheques to M Dagless, C/o 84 Elland Road,
Brighouse, VWest Yorkshire. No. 42. A Swede's interview with and
estimation of "Communion" author Whitley Striber; John Lennon, UFOs,
alien contact and psychological functioning; Celtic comparison.with
abductions; US update; abdution as modern form of possession. No. 43.
The Barclays conclude their arrogant hypothesis while lan Blake's
thoughts on poltergeists are positively sensible, broad and deep;
excellent analysis of a TV debate on UFUs; South African crash retrieval
hoax; Varwickshire psychic quest and mystery light; Clive Potter on
psychic questing and UFOs.

TERRESTRIAL ZODIACS JOURNAL. Single issues £1.25 inc p&p. Cheques to P
Heselton, 170 Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3DY. No. 3. Final issue. Chris
Jenkins proposes new zodiacs he names Crowcombe and Cerne Abbas (though
they must be doubtful as he believes in the Arachne myth; this 13th
zodiacal spider sign was made up as an anti-astrology spoot). Jenkins
also gives his views on what torms zodiacs. Jill Smith describes
personal zodiac journeying and Alby Stone his doubts about zodiacs.

SKOOB OCCULT REVIEV. Skoob is a shop and publisher. Mag is Q. Four issue
£8 inc p&p. Payment to Skoob Books Fublishing Ltd., Skoob Two, 19 Bury
Flace, london WC1A 2JH. Issue 2. interview with artist Chesca potter;
anonymous (N Pennick?) diatribe on Albion's situation; sarcophagus
retrieval project; ancient Basque-Vitch language in popular nursey
rhymes; dictionary of alchemy; Michael Harrison's recollections (but why
in this mag's context?). Eook reviews.

THE LEY HUNTER. Senior EM mag. 4 issues &6; US $15. P.0. Box 92,
penzance, Cornwall, TRI® 2LX. No. 111. Australian Aboriginal lore trom
Lorraine Mati-V¥illiams in conversation with editor Paul Devereux
obituaries of Anthony Roberts trom Faul Screeton, Paul Devereux and
Christine Rhone; theorists tor a Lornish location for Atlantis; Welsh
midsummer sunset site; Nigel Pennick puts New Age Fundamentalism in 1ts
place. Large selection ot book reviews.

PENDRAGON. Journal of the pendragon Society.
Annual sub £4.50 inc journal. From Chinook,
Paxhill Lane, Twyning, Glos. GL20 6DU. Vol
XX/2. Rings, Rites and Round Tables theme.
Articles on Round Table as wheel of tortune;
Troyes; Badbury sites; chivalric contests;
Cornish customs (cont XX/3); corn circles;
sites and rituals. XX/3. fred Stedman-Jones
tirst part of article on Perpetual Choirs
(featured by Michell in "City of Revelation");
Arthurian food; Celtic metalwork; excellent
letters. XX/4. Kate Pollard selects quotes
of Arthur from past issues; what Arthur means
to various correspondents; Ivor Snook argues
the possibility of a race ot tall people possibly responsible for
mexalith.erection: Fred's miscellany

Excalibear

AMSKAYA. Newsletter of STAR Fellowship (same price, same address as
Touchstone). No. 19. The late Tony Vedd tounded the Fellowship and a
1962 lecture by him on orthoteny is reproduced as notes by Goddard, plus
Vedd letters outlining the original Fellowship; contactee George van
Tassel; hypnotic regression.

TOUCHSTONE. Mag of sSurry EM Group. &2 tor 4. Cheques to J Gocaard, 295
Albert rRoad, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey, K115 ZPX. No. 25. Extracts
from John Aubrey; Cxted pine clumps. HKo. 2b. Two tleld trips descrived;
update on Chertsey's St Anne's Hill, hypnotic regression; usual feckre,

YAGONLA. .independant UFO.mag. Q...&4..1or.4..Cheques payable.to.J. Rimmer
John Dee.Cottage,. S James .Terrace, . Mortlake .Churchyard, londoa, SW14.
SHB... No.. 36, .John. Rimmer. examines .s5%ate.of. play. wizh abduct29s,
including.the.notinn. ot abductees. paying. Ltherapists.fand vieologists'
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fears.of..professionale."syphoning". ott.cases/patients); Manired Casszirer..
arguas.tor .delusions;..Roger .Sandell sees.New.Age conecicuspeszs.dirteraent.

in.the .US.and .UK; .there's.an. 1826 view of spontaneous combusting;.plus
book.reviews,. letters..and.Peter .Rogerson'.s .quirky. Northern ¥otas... Mg,
37.. American.tolklorist .Thomas E.Bullard defends.an earlier. article and
points to.professional .tnlklorists.using. a. correction. process wnica.
drains .the .cultural.life out of collections. by purging .the .uaique.or
topical .at.the expense. of emphasising universal but .taceless.elements.
(has conformity been imposed .on abduction texts?), and.concludes. that
abduction reports mismatch folklore in significant respects; Dennis
Stillings also adds to this debate; Peter Rogerson reviews a Sheitield
ufology conterence and its multi-faceted viewpoints; excellent book
reviews. .

FORTEAN. TIMES. .The Journal. of Strange Phenomena.. 4. issues.tor &&; US
$16; .single issue. 12, Cheques to Fortean Times,. 20 Paul Street, krcome,
Somersst,..BAl1l.1DX...No..54.. Essential.reading .as.always,.1ncluding
debate. on interprating.myth;. the. last .days.ot.Charles Fort;. .15.the.moon
inbabited?; a .re-examinafion. of tha .classic.dizappearance .of .Henjamin
Barburst. in .1809; .plus. usual. Fortean .oddities and. features.

THE CEREQLOGIST. The Journal.for Crop Circle Studies. Thrice yearly
Single copy ¢2.50; annual sub "7.50, inc p&p. Cheques payable to Tne
Cereologist, 11 Powis Gardens, London W11 1JG. No. 1. Front cover gives
overview and state of the art at summer 1990. in his introduction to the
journal, editor John Michell announces it "stands alocf from the
quarrels of the certainty-mongers," creating a forum for the courteous
expression of debate and criticism, and inviting news and bulletins from
the burgeoning crop circle research groups. Brietly, excellent articles
cover dowsing; predictions; Oxtord conference; folklore; the explainers;
and particularly valuable Patrick Harpur's evocative evocation of the
Mercurius spirit, which should be required reading for all who profess
to have an opinion on the subject of cereology; announcements and book
reviews.

ORCRO. Scourge of the fundamentalists. Off-putting cover but collection
of high-quality articles with particular interest not only for worship
freedom but the truth behind lurid “"confessions" and social anxieties.
Editorial address: ECM GEVURAH, London WC1N 3XX. £2 per issue and &£17
for 12 issues. No. 5. Of particular interest to folklorists is a US
crime analyst's skepticism of tales from cult survivors and alleged
child abuse cases, which shows police response to myth and hysteria and
why macabre claims are rarely what they seem. Fine investigative
journalism into how gory events in the book “Satan's Undreground" were
falsified by a deeply-disturbed author. Sensible critique of tape by
“Maureen Davies" of Reachout and her attack on Dungeons & Dragons and
heavy metal music. plus the odd 1986 Derry Mainwaring Knight con trick
court case.

NORTHERN UFO NEVWS. £3 for 3 from Jenny Randles, 37 Heathbank Road,
Cheadle Heath, Stockport, Cheshire, SK3 OUP.

No.141. Editorial on one newspaper's stupidity. No. 142. Is ufology
solved and dead? No. 143. Cereology editorial plus in news northern
examples. No. 144. Randles still editorially convinced by the ionized

—

vortex corn circles model. Each issue also includes current




investigations, briar cases, case hlstorles, news rounc-up, major
articles elsewnere ana UFU group contact addresses.

K REVIEWS

NORIERN EAKIH MYSipRleS. Journal or the Northern kartn Mysteries uroup

From 408 Welbyt rlace, Aeersbrook Park, Shettiela, $$ YDE. Single copy AlRY RUNSI2RY oy JeAR1 RARULES tAquarian, 20.99)
L1.19; ¢ 1ssues &2.9YH, 1nc pyp. No. 42. Hign point 1S KNeglna Luilen's
virtioloc rant at Paul Devereux -- a response whicih drags up all the UruU teginning on a topical theme Or martial arts students encountering
myths as truths and lowers her credibllity no end. Articles on North outdoors ninja awarls, Kandles attempts to make sensa 0! the goblin
York Moors site at lemple teeld; pilgrimage site ot Ladywell, universe Dy applying moderrn psycnlatry, PhyS1CS and other scientitic
Ferrnyhalgh, near Preston; and continuation of ola article on ancient 1deas td a pnenomenon which appears to lle 1n tne area wher2 auman D1NnG
sites ot halls and churches (concludes 43). No. 43. Articles cover ana spacitic places and situations oscur.
dowsing at Yockenthwalte stone circle; advice to ley hunters on seeking Here are monsters ot lana, s2a ana air; rom tne yetl to Loca kess to
a non-material view Ot landscape. lssues also 1nclude meeting reports, UFus. It 1s yet another attempt tO I1nd an all-emdoracing paradigm to
book reviews ana letters. cring togather divarse elements O! Our experiences with creatures anc
10rms on tde outer edge Ol our concensus reality. randles, as always,
MERC1AN MYSTERIES. Mag for kM in the Midlands. &% tor 4; &1.50 tor 1. provides a good read and a leavening ot tantalising case nlstories mixed
Cheques to P A Nix, 12 Cromer KRoad, St Ann's, Nottingham, NG3 SLk. MNo. wWwlith up tO date theorising. Much thinking 1S sound, Such as not treating
4. Bob Trubshaw tollows the late Guy Ragland Phillips 1into encouraging a elaments or events as separate and gpecial but seeking to learn trom the
new look at what 1s inslae old parish cnurches ana suggests tongue- many overiaps and consistencles. She believes we appear to be dealling
poklng taces could be malse counterparts oi shiela-na-gigs; Lrott niil; Wlth variatlons on a singie theme; thelr physical reality is open to
Robin Hood sites in Notts; priory gnost; Licntield Lathedral; Wychnbury question ana aoove ail the monsters represent a retlective pnenomenon
Hill; letters and reviews (thanks BEob tor QH reterence. Also "moneters may be an 1ntermealary reailty detween solia, objective,
physical matter, ana dreamy, subjective, symbol-laaen -- reality taat 1s

both real and unreal, physicai ana subjective, and $0l1d and symbolic at
ta2 very same time."

Xonster reality, she says, has tnree components: piace, person ana
state ot consClousness. Yes, but what QO cases wnere orainary,
“normaliy-tunctioning" peopie 1n ordinary Surrouncings aave
extraordinary experiences’ In otner words, wnat about ranaomness or
chaos -~ but | still think she's on the right lines, generally.

Un a more personal level, | wouid llKe to mase a 13w polnts. rirstiy |
2qualiy neartiiy endorse lan watson's book “Miracie visitors“, tor |
ziperienced tne Cyclist episode in chapter one 1n propnatic contex
BEFORL tne book was published (my experience 1S5 GlScussec at lengtn 1n
“The Wizard ot Stanley, Part 2", ppo/7, The Shaman, ¥o. Y, January,
1985). However, the TYorksnire pterodactyl had, | believed, to everyone's
satisiaction been identitied as a heron! Seconaly, | would challenge the
assertlon that on a ciear day you can see lrom the lsle or Man every
county 1in the UK; about as likely as Montgomeryshir? belng namec arter
the hero ot Alamein. Also the brontosaurus, as tne US Maill aiscovereag,
was tound early tnis century to be identical to anotner speclies wnose
name 1t absorbed, though the philatelic blunder would have been too
costly to abort. lthere are also a couple ot inaccuracies 1n tne Hexham
Heads epilsode: Lr Ross "later tcla mystery researcher raul
Screeton....." 1s wrong as she refused any contact with me (she's anti-
Fress, [ understand); also the Wulver did not crash noisily or tnud,
Ross tola the BBC's Luke Casey (friend ot mine Irom a i0ng way back and
the journalist who blew the whistle loud on Marietta Higgs) it landea
with "a kind of plop." But let's not nit-pick.

THE WILD PLACES. New journal or the paranormal, UrUs, rellglous
experlence ana tringe subjects. Q. 4 1ssue sub 4b; single 1ssue Zl.79.
Payments to Kevin Mctlure. rrom 20 Trembear koaa, St Austell, cornwatl,
PL25 ONY. %0. 1. Hilary Evans looks at encounter experiences as “the
ultimate myth"; McClure concludes he 11nds no evidence 1Or demons Or
external source ot possession; Mike (boss talls to tina the seance circle
enchanting; Satanic child abuse well handled; the kapture. Like kK
carries summaries Ol other mags with sub detalls; plus research contact
tacility.

UPDATE ... UPDATE ... UPDATE

UFO BRIGAMNTIA. Nos 44/45 double 1ssue. pgest yet! Dbavid Langrorda 100ks at
now his “hoax" 1s still taken attace value 1n some guarters and
backgrouna to Jenny Randles' troubles. Peter Hougn asks why the electro-
magnetic drive tor UFOs still keeps popping up. Andy Koverts
acknowledges my seminal article “Cosmic Rock" (Mail, Hartlepool,
25/1/¢5; The Shaman, No. 10) as he too overviews rock musicana UrUs;
additionally he cemystities the air raid case whica launcnea the Worla
War 1l cover-up 1dea. Plus other articles on mystery lights in Ind1ia;
ghosts; UFOs and human psyche; MJ-12. Corn circles 1n editorial and
Notts "hoax?" case. Book reviews. MNo. 40. Review issue with rouna-up ot
utological gossip. Aiso plenty on corn circles, including Ken Phl%xps‘
opinion that 1t 1s part ot an “educatlon process" scenario. Articies on
French utology history and Guit ereeze. 53¢  THE LEY HUNTEK. No.
112. Conversation with Christian Ratsch, 1ncluding h1s work with

rainforest Indians and haflucinogens; Ashton-on-Trent cursus as ley; “1x In conclusion, Randles rigntly S ECHS TN legends 1n this whole
] o Kk ew section 5855  SORTEAN context and sees tne lmportance of “where once a Story turns into a set
értwork ot Blalf vilkins; huge boo revi \ f H & Shire 611:;-37- of rumours bordering on the legendary, a kind ot cultural predisposition
Tlams, fo-go. lop C“-((:ilte)O uiaztellaigec]j:nzr; PTaS: Usual Ieat%re" ‘ . to make the legend come true begins to take over."
= T A s. Us s, {
Cat;éﬁlongibuﬁégzzzg aﬁo ;; :ei gunt1ng- book rev1e:s; letters. 2853 Nothing's ever simple, but a lot of sensible questions are posed here
C o 5 . i

AMSKAYA. No. 20. Tony Vedd on ETH. Article on UFOs and cultural ana good choices ot direction given.

tracking. 8333 NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES. No. 44. Articles on dowsing SITES OF MVSTERY AND IMAGINATION by CHARLES WALKER
at Cumbrian stone circles and Goathland customs ana stone. oL - —_— ot P
The esoteric i(mln-y takes in Carnac, Chanres and the castles and

d lig on the i and e xcesses of astrological

[ =0 C g QHEII SHACK i ki ! adjunct 1o the plethora of books taking on occult f I he author is unfairly horsh
- 5 ;:azli‘(::oOFbAzHr:vﬁg:g; SHELL SHOCK WlA-lhlrrl‘;::n géh;i;l:nohn I:f l;?; o::o? l;l::\‘::‘:m t‘luicuu placgs, for rather than deal exclusively i""::';:::::'l'. C:E'E'JUTJ:L‘::S:::Q "'.“ ‘;‘"' ‘. IY.Q:\:I:rr OlLL I/ "
by surgeons when A lost - turtle called ern-day stone gargoyles with Britain, itlooks at the whole of Europe. One con overlook minor errors of scholarship within so exemplary on
a mcm‘7 slipped in Amy has turned up at Including” a hipple, @ A Eurocentric overview allows for greater comparison and cross-re- = “UP RN Rl e Uik man. splendid original photographs and
the bath a}':P Swin- Paignton Zoo, Devon, olfer and Darth Vader ferencing, also revealing however how British research into prehistoric i"::::’u'ia:‘ rrom -orlyboniu e doczmonls.
don, Wiltshire, and alterihidingfatitheibotiom om Star Wars. monuments has always led the way. It also shows up the curious develop-
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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE PARANORMAL by LYNN
acmillan, A

A veritable cornucopio which even the seasoned supernaturalist will find
stimulating. For instonce, this reviewer wos not previously oware thot there
ore now scienific terms for proyer. New jargon for apporent coses of its
functioning are “psi-mediated instrumentol response’ and “eleventh-hour
syndrome.’’

Religion enters into this book butit generally shies owoy from the occult;
the compiler fesling the paranormal is o very different oreo of experience.
Sceptics would doubtless argue, but the case is put that the paranormal
hoppens oll the fime — like radio woves, with or without our permission —
ondthe occult is something we moy choose to dabble in.

A mass of subjects ore mut forword as genuinely mysterious, from UFOs
1o werewolves, Men in Block o visions of the Blessed Virgin Mary, crop
circlestothe Loch Ness Monster, thoughtography to levitation.

Generaoll mczhpuodim ore heavy going; this one is not, being concise,
pertinent, thought-provoking and eminently readable.

READERS'
LETTERS

From Nigel Pennick, Cambridge.

Thanks for the latest FF, with usual good stuif as usual. The bgrled
train story exists in Cambridge, where the lake once.a gravel pit on
Coldham's Common is said to contain a locomotive. This story amalgamates
lost lands legends with buried locos. The loco was said Fo have been
used on a narrow-gauge line used to haul gravel in the pit \upllxelyL
During a tea breax, the workers noticed a nearby stream tloodlng.over
the side of the deep pit, and fled a la Gradlon irom th wate: fl%led
the pit, and the loco as they say, "remains tnere‘to FDIS day". H:gnly‘
apocryphal. Fneumatic rail vehicles were lett bur}ed in the mail tube oOi
London when it was abandoned, but this is a bit ditterent.

From Lucy Fisher, of London.

Further to the sacred king status of the royal family, what about Prince
Edward and the accusations ot gayness? Prince Charles, ot course, had to
prove himself by bhaving constant aftairs ... Another rumour 1've heard
about Edward VI1I is that he was injected with a tertility drug, which
explained his bizarre passion for VWallis. This was trom the contemporary
diary of an uppercrust lady (! heard it on Radio 4).

CONTRIBUTORS

JOHN. XICHELL, born in 1933, brought traditions of other races, aragons
and UFUs together in "The Flying Saucer Vision" (1907). lts successor,
"The View Over Atlantis" (1Y69), coming at the end of hippiedom ancd the
psychedelic Sixties helped change the attitudes of a whole generation to
past cultures, ancient skills and wisdom. A keen observer ot human
nature and bebaviour, he brings keen insights to bear upon the not quite
s0 new or unique phenomenon of the bogus social worker.

PAUL 5CREETON, born 1945, was “turned on" to earth mysteries by an

article by Michell in "IT" and subsequently went on to edit magazines

continuously since 196Y. Merlin Michell's apprentice, ne published a

study of leys, "Quicksilver Heritage" (19Y/4). A book on the Hartlepool
monkey-hanging legend will be published in 1Y91. Here ne aads to -
Michell's child sacritice study and harvests together a pot-pourri 1rom

corn porn to people clutching at straws.
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